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ADVERTISEMENT.
This Sermon was not written with a
view to publication. At the request,
however, of some particular friends, for
whose kindness in numberless instances
I am indebted, I have consented to have
it published. I am aware that it is not
free from errors, and I regret that, owing
to peculiar circumstances, it must go to
press without those alterations and cor
rections which I am sensible it needs.
The reader, I hope, will be disposed to
make every reasonable allowance, and at
tend more to the subject of the discourse,
than to the errors committed in treating
upon it. And God grant that it may be
the means of exciting those who neglect
the worship of his house, to a sense of
their duty!
THE AUTHOR.
In edition of 1826.

This Edition is a reprint; with the addit
ion of some illustrations.
The original sermon was reread at the re
dedication of the building at East Sull
ivan in 1904, by Rev. O. G. Barnard,
pastor of the M. E. Church, & publisher
of this volume.

TEXT:

Lord, I Have Loved the Habitation of Thy House
And the Place Where Thine Honor Dwelleth.

The character of the Supreme Being is the noblest,
the most exalted, and most perfect, of which we can
have any conception. His power is infinite. “He
made the heavens by His word, and all the host of
them by the breath of his mouthand every orb
and every system is supported and regulated by his
power. His knowledge is as unlimited as his
power. All worlds, and even the most minute parts
of them, are perfectly and intuitively known to Him.
He is every where present,—not only filling heaven
and earth; but He is excluded from no portion of
unlimited space. He is immutable,—remaining the
same, from everlasting to everlasting, while all
created objects change and perish. His moral per
fections are no less infinite than His natural. He is
“glorious in holiness,” unerring in justice, and un
bounded in benevolence. Who can doubt a single
moment, that such a Being is worthy of the supreme
love, adoration, and homage of all intelligent
creatures? Who, that seriously meditates upon His
character,—who, that contemplates His govern
ment,—who, that engages in his worship, does not
break forth, in the animated and exalted language
of the Psalmist ? “Whom have I in heaven but thee,
and there is none on earth that I desire beside thee?

O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the
day. Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy
house, and the place where thine honor dwelleth.”
If there be any thing, that will render a man truly
excellent, it is imitating all the imitable perfections
of his Creator. If any thing will promote his high
est happiness, it is yielding cheerful obedience to
His commands. Nay, “if there be any true dignity
on earth, it is found in the character of him, whose
heart is the seat of true piety. He is engaged on the
same side with his Maker, and receives his best en
joyments from the same sources/’ Hence the Sab
bath, the sanctuary, and the worship and ordinances
connected with them, are to every pious heart ob
jects of peculiar interest, and sources of peculiar
pleasure. Although the Most High “dwelleth not
in Temples, made with hands,” (in bodily shape as
the gods of the heathen) yet He has been pleased
there to record His name, and to manifest his grac
ious presence, wherever two or three are gathered
together to worship Him. And as in the days of
His Ancient church, He dwelt between t1 e
cherubim, and from His mercy seat bestowed His
favors and blessings, so at the present day He
dwelleth in the house of prayer, and “is nigh unto all
them that call upon him,” both to hear their sup
plications and dispense His mercies. It was here,
that the Psalmist, on that day, which God had sanc
tified, and in the performance of that worship, which
He had appointed, beheld His power and His glory.
And it is here, that the same feelings, with which
the Psalmist was inspired are excited in the heart of
every good man, and which prompted the language
of the text: Lord, I Have Loved the Habitation of
Thy House, and the Place Where Thine Honor
Dwelleth. Hence the sentiment of the text, Good
men love the worship of God’s house.
Pardon me, if, in the selection of this subject, I
have erred. I have chosen it with a view to bring
forward some plain truths, which are of practical
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utility; and I can assure you, that a sense of my
own incompetency to perform the task assigned me
this day would close my lips in silence, were it not
for the belief, that such truths will be more interest
ing to this assembly, and more appropriate to this
occasion, than any display of learning or eloquence,
which I might make, had I the ability.
Let us inquire why good men love the worship of
God’s house.
I. It is a duty enjoined by God, and all good men
love to perform their duty.
At the creation of the world God was pleased to
institute the Sabbath. He set apart one day in
seven, in which men might rest from their labors,
as He did from His; and hallowed it, that they
might have a season, when they could render unto
Him that homage and adoration, which were His
due and their reasonable service; and offer their
tribute of gratitude and “praise for his goodness,
and for his wonderful works to thfe children of men.”
It is also His solemn command,
“Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.”
But this command is not obeyed when God’s house
is forsaken.—Not that those, who are impelled by
unavoidable necessity, may not worship Him in
their own dwellings on His holy day, and receive
His blessing. But that those, who have the privi
lege of a house of worship and wilfully forsake it,
are guilty of violating this command. For the same
Being has said, “Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and
reverence my sanctuary : I am the Lord.” This
duty may be still further urged from the practice of
Christ and his Apostles. “And he (i. e. Christ)
taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up; and as his custom was, he went into
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up
for to read. And he came down to Capernaum, a
city of Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath day.
And they were astonished at his doctrine, for his
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word was with power. And Paul, as his manner
was, went in unto them, and three Sabbath days
reasoned with them out of the scriptures; opening
and alleging that Christ must needs have suffered,
and risen again from the dead: and that this Jesus,
whom I preach unto you, is Christ.”
If any thing more were requisite, I would mention
the necessity of religious instruction to salvation.
Men must be saved through faith. “But faith com
eth by hearing.” And how can they hear of him, in
whom they must believe, unless they go where he is
preached ?
But the duty is too obvious, to need any further
arguments to convince you, that it is binding.
What means this house, which you have built?
What mean these solemn services by which you
dedicate it to God, if you are not convinced, that the
duty of worshipping Him in His house cannot be
neglected without disobeying His positive com
mand ?
Such, therefore, is the duty; and, as before ob
served, good men love to perform their duty;—both
because the glory of God and their own happiness
require it. Hence good men love the worship of
God’s house. But this will further appear when we
consider
II. The advantages of attending the worship of
God’s house.
i. One advantage is of a temporal nature.
Who, that looks merely at the temporal comfort
and happiness of men, can sufficiently admire the
wisdom and goodness of God in hallowing the Sab
bath and instituting the worship of his house?
Look at its effects upon the rising generation! By
a regular attendance on the instructions of the sanc
tuary their young and tender minds receive the most
salutary and lasting impressions. It is there they
are instructed to honor and obey their parents, and
to cherish those friendly feelings and affections to
wards their fellowmen, which alone will maintain
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and strengthen the bond of union in society, and
promote their peace and happiness. It is there they
are taught to form habits of industry, sobriety, and
virtue, and dissuaded from those “deeds of licen
tiousness and violence,” which are so ruinous to
their reputation and usefulness.
On the other hand, if they are left in early life to
neglect the worship of God’s house, and consequent
ly without religious instruction, their sense of moral
obligation will be diminished, their barriers against
temptation will be broken down, and they will be
exposed to all those evils, which result from the bad
passions of men, unrestrained by the truths and pre
cepts of the gospel. The house of God neglected
when young will seldom be visited and reverenced in
mature age. They will wander about in idleness, or
dose away the hours of holy time in sloth, which—
besides the immense loss of time resulting from
spending one day in seven in such a manner—
habituates the mind to indolence, that unfits it for
the business and enterprizes of the week.
The following extract from a religious publica
*
tion
will set the subject in still clearer light.
“Had it not been that my Father had set us the
example of regular attendance at our chapel, where
should we have been to day?” said a young lady on
Sabbath last; “we should have been every where
and no where. “True,” I replied, “but as it now is,
you have cause for unfeigned gratitude to God, and
affection for your Father.” As it now is, (I said in
silent reflection) how different to many, yea, to most
families. One brother is a respected deacon of the
chapel referred to; another has devoted his life and
fortune to the dissemination of divine truth; an
other, though deeply engaged in commercial pur
suits, is equally engaged in promoting the gospel
where he exports our manufactures. A sister is an
ornament to the religious society, with which she

*Mirror.
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is associated; and the author of the remark not less
so.
“We should have been every where and no
where,” I repeated in solicitude, after leaving the
house of my friend; “yes, you would have been
some where. Not far from the pew where you sit,
you may observe another family, in the ap
parel of sorrow and grief, indicative of domestic
affliction and loss. This attendance is but of late.
Formerly they went ‘every where and no where.’
The children as they grew up, consulted only their
own inclination, in reference to the Sabbath. The
elder son was just entering on the years of man
hood ; he chose his companions, and with them
spent the Sabbath in carnal amusements and sinful
pleasures. To advice he felt no disposition to pay
any regard; and especially on the fatal day, when,
with a drunken crew, he was amusing himself in a
boat excursion. By accident, in that ill-prepared
situation, he sunk into the mighty waters! This is
the cause of that grief, and this the heart-rending
consequence of going “every where and no where.
He is some where: and so would my beloved friends
have been some where, but God only knows where
that is.”
Trace now the effects of divine worship upon so
ciety. Select any town you please where the people
generally are regular in their attendance at the
house of God, and where the truths of the gospel
are plainly inculcated, and you will find that people
sober, temperate, industrious and happy. Men of
all classes and conditions in society assembling from
Sabbath to Sabbath, to offer their tribute of grati
tude to their common Benefactor, and to implore,
with united supplications, the continuance of his
favors, has a tendency “to produce and strengthen
the impression, that they all belong to the same
species, have a great common interest, and are
bound, by sacred and most effecting obligations,” to
be governed, in their conduct towards each other,
12

F. H. Osgood,

1899

by the principles e>f equity, justice, benevolence, and
humanity, and to cherish in their bosoms every
domestic and social virtue. Thus do they seem to
unite, as one maq, in restraining the passions, dis
countenancing thq vicious practices, and promoting
the best interests and prosperity of men.
Contrast this with the place where the people re
gard not the Sabbath or the sanctuary, either from
principle, or from love to divine worship; but go to
the house of Gocj only as they are influenced by
some remarkable occurrence, or by their feelings at
the time, or attracted by some new preacher. What
is the character c>f such a people? Is there not a
great degeneracy jn manners and morals? Is it not
nioie common to \vitness among them scenes of dis
sipation and riot? And to say no more, do they not
diminish their respectability and prosperity as a
people, in proportion as they neglect the worship of
God’s house?
But I will not confine your views to a single town
or society. Cast yOur eye over New England, and
see to what we o\ve our present state of prosperity
and happiness.
Whence sprung our freedom and
independence? Whence, our literary privileges?
Whence the administration of a good and
wholesome government? And whence an enlight
ened, benevolent and enterprising people? Do we
not .we them to Hiat spirit of piety, which our an
cestors possessed and cherished ? their reverence of
the Sabbath ? th^ir love for the worship of God’s
house ? and the influence of that religion, which was
there inculcated firom Sabbath to Sabbath? If you
take a still wider range, and with your pencil en
circle on the map, of the world those places, where
the people are distinguished for their refined man
ners, the cultivation of their minds, their good order
in society, and for their piety, you will enclose those
very places wher^ the Sabbath has been kept, and
divine worship re^ularly attended. Who, then, can
estimate the good,, which, merely in a temporal point
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of view, results to the community from attending
the worship of God’s house? But
2. A still more important advantage arises, in
attending divine worship, from the impressions of
the Being and Attributes of God, which are there
made upon the mind.
It is essential to all true worship, that, we should
know the character of the Being, whom we worship.
Hence those sublime descriptions of the majesty and
glory of Jehovah, given by Moses and David, by the
Prophets and Apostles. Hence, too, the duty of
Ministers, at the present day, to bring forward and
impress upon the minds of their hearers a knowl
edge of His character. But with this there is a very
great advantage connected. What distinguishes us
from the heathen? Is it not the same, that distin
guished Paul from the idolatrous Athenians,—a
knowledge of Him, whom they ignorantly wor
shipped? Is there nothing in the description of an
all-seeing God, to impress the mind with awe and
reverence? Is there nothing in the idea of an om
niscient Judge, who is “a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart,” to restrain from vice? Is
there nothing in a knowledge of Him, whose power
is infinite, who needed only the breath of his mouth,
to speak worlds into existence, who can make a par
ticle oi matter, a blast of wind, the crushing of a
moth, to destroy our happiness and our life,—and,
“by the momentary withdrawment of whose sus
taining energy universal annihilation would take
place,” to fill the mind with dread and call forth
from every tongue the language of the Prophet,
“Who would not fear thee, O King of nations?” Is
there nothing in the idea of an infinitely holy, just,
and merciful God, to inspire love for his character
and gratitude for His goodness? O were it not fi>r
these impressions, how wretched would be our condi
tion ! There would brood over our minds the black
ness of darkness, and we should travel on in the
paths of ignorance and vice, till life should end, and
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our souls, loaded with crime, would be ushered into
the presence of our offended Judge. But where
shall wc be likely to receive such deep and lasting
impressions of the character of God, as in his Sanc
tuary ? as in the house solemnly dedicated to Him;
where holiness is inscribed on every part? It is
here these truths are inculcated from week to week,
attended with every thing solemn, and calculated to
deepen their impression on the mind. It was here,
that the Psalmist received such impressions of the
divine power and glory, as led him to exclaim, “O
God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my
soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a
dry and thirsty land, where no water is.” And it is
here that we may receive the same impressions, and
be led to adopt the same language. Hence results
the advantage of a regular attendance upon the wor
ship of God's house.
3. Another advantage arises from the various
communications of the important truths of the gos
pel.
It was the direction of our divine Lord to his dis
ciples. “go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature.” This implies, that the
gospel contains truths, of which no individual ought
to be ignorant.
These truths “are profitable for
doctrine.” Has the inspiration of the Almighty
said, that “the carnal mind is enmity against God,
not subject to his law, neither indeed can be?” That
“by the deeds of the law no flesh shall be justified in
his sight?” That “without holiness no man shall
see the Lord?” And that “except a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God?” And is
it not important to know and understand these doc
trines ?
Is it a faithful saying and worthy of all accepta
tion, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners—’’and that he is able to save to the utter
most all that come unto God through him?” And
is it no advantage to the poor lost sinner to have a
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knowledge of this Saviour? Has the same unerring
trmh declared, “He that believeth shall be saved,
and lie that believeth not shall be damned?”—That
“excvpl ye repent ye shall all perish?”—that “we
shall all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,”
and “give an account of all the deeds done in the
body?’’ Has he told us of joys, which eye hath not
seer., nor ear heard, nor heart conceived, reserved
fur those that love Him?—and of a “worm that
never dies, a fire that never shall be quenched, and a
fearful lookingfor of judgment and her)/ indignation,,
that shall devour His adversaries?” And is it no
advantage to those, who possess souls immortal and
infinitely precious, to go to the house of God, where
these truths are communicated, and urged upon
their most serious attention?
Again, the truths of the gospel “are profitable for
reproof and for correction.” Is there nothing to be
game I. by going where we shall be reproc eel of sin,
the worst of evils, and taught to renounce it and
thereby avoid its consequences?
These truths also “are profitable for instruction in
righteousness.” Say ye, who “love the habitation
of God's house, and the place where bis honor
dwelleth,” has it been no advantage to you to hear
the instructions of the gospel? Have you not gone
with the multitude to keep holy day,” bowed down
with affliction, tried, and tempted, and full of
doubts?—have you not gone ignorant of many im
portant truths, and remiss in duty, and returned
quickened and animated in luty, instructed in right
eousness, your doubts sc^terM, your hearts forti
fied against temptation, and your afflictions as
suaged? ] almost hear the response of every pious
soul, O yes!
Hence learn the advantage of attending the wor
ship of God’s house. Yes, my hearers, this worship
must be legarded, or you virtually deny the gospel,
and say to God “depart from us, for we desire not
the knowledge of thy ways. Who is the Lord, that
19

we should serve him ? and what profit shall we
have, if we pray unto him?”
4. Another advantage arises from the fact, that
in the house of prayer God frequently and generally
impaits his Spirit to give efficacy to his word.
The grand design of preaching the gospel, in ref
erence to men, is to persuade them to become recon
ciled to God. It is hardly necessary to observe,
that, without this reconciliation, they are unpre
pared Dr heaven. It is, therefore, of the highest im
portance that the gospel should have its designed
effect. But in reference in this subject an inspired
Apostle could ask, “wn<» is sufficient for these
things?” What will all the persuasions oi men
avail without the Spirit of God? Man may speak
to the ear, but God only can speak to the heart.
What would the eloquence of Paul or Apollos have
effected without the divine influence? Paul could
plant, and Apollos water, but God alone could give
the increase. But because the increase cometh from
God, it is no less necessary that men should plant
and water. The system, which God has been
pleased to establish for “reconciling the world unto
himself,” is a system of means; and it is only in
connection with the use of these means, that bis
blessing can be expected. “It hath pleased God by
the foolishness of preaching to save them that be
lieve.” zXnd for the accomplishment of his purpose,
he has promised to ‘mpart his Spirit to give efficacy
to his word when it is clearly and faithfully
preached. The instances, in which this promise has
been fulfilled, are numberless. It were enough to
refer you to the day of Pentecost, and to the preach
ing of Paul. But I need not go back to the days of
the Apostles—the same Spirit, that accompanied
their preaching to the heart, is poured out in our
day, to convince men of sin, of righteousness, and
judgment to come. And, I trust, there are some in
this house, who, in assigning the reason of the hope
that is in them, would say, as myriads of happy
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spirits in heaven have said, that it was through the
influence of the Spirit of God, accompanying the
dispensation of his word, in ‘the place where his
honor dwelleth,’ that they were brought to the
knowledge of the truth. If, therefore, it be in his
house, that God usually imparts his Spirit, to give
efficacy to his word, it is a very important reason
why the worship of his house should be attended
and loved. To offer but one more advantage of at
tending the worship of God’s house, I would men
tion,
5. Its influence in preparing us for His worship
in the world to come. The great business of this
life is to prepare for heaven. It is here, if we would
enter into the abodes of the blessed, we must have
that, holiness implanted in our hearts, without which
no man shall see the Lord. It is here, we must have
that faith, without which we cannot be saved. It is
here, we must have a knowledge of the character of
that glorious Being, whom all heaven adore. It is
here, we must acquire a relish for all the spiritual
duties and pleasures of saints and angels. But
where if not in ‘the house of God. and the place
where his honor dwelleth,’ shall we obtain these
preparations for the heavenly world? It is there,
(as we have already noticed) that we may obtain
a knowledge of all His adorable perfections. It is
there, that we hear of Him, in whom we are required
to believe. It is there, that the Divine Spirit is im
parted to renovate our hearts, and purify our affec
tions. And it is by spending our Sabbaths on earth
in the spiritual worship of Jehovah, that we prepare
ourselves for the purer and nobler worship of holy
beings, in that “house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens.”
Such, therefore, are the advantages of Public
Worship; and such the reasons why good men
“love the habitation of God’s house and the place
where his honor dwelleth.” But
III. Good men love the worship of God’s house
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on account of the pleasure it imparts.
We always find our happiness connected with our
duty. It is not, therefore, to be supposed, that so
important a duty, as that of worshipping God in His
house, would be unattended by real pleasure. Nay,
if there be any real pleasure on earth, it is found in
the faithful performance of this duty. Is it a pleas
ure for a hungry man to eat bread? It is in the
house of God, that those who hunger for righteous
ness, are filled with the bread of life. Is in a pleas
ure for a thirsty man to drink cold water? It is in
the house of God, that those who thirst for right
eousness, may drink from the wells of salvation.
And how insignificant do all the worldly pleasures
and gratifications of men appear, in comparison with
those pure and exalted pleasures, which the true
child of God enjoys in the worship of the sanctuary !
My hearers, there is a multitude, which no man can
number, that will bear witness to the truth of these
remarks. The language of “a pious mother in a
state of banishment from gospel ordinances,” is the
language of every pious soul, placed in the same sit
uation. “I never longed for any thing more,” said
she. “than I now do to live, where I could attend
public worship, and where I could once more enjoy
the society of pious and enlightened people. I often
feel, that I had rather be an honest beggar among
pious people, than to spend my days, and bring up,
ami leave my children in such a place as this.” The
feelings of this pious mother very much resemble
those of the Psalmist, who in view of the sacred
pleasures of God’s house, exclaimed—“How amiable
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! My soul
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the
Lord; my heart and my flesh crieth out for the liv
ing God. A day spent in thy courts is better than
a thousand. I had rather be a door-keeper in the
house of my God than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness.”
Could I call from their graves our pious fathers,
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they would tell you, that in their day the expense of
time and fatigue of two whole days, occupied in go
ing to the house of God, and returning to their
dwellings, was amply repaid by the pleasures en
joyed while worshipping with the people of God,
and joining in those exercises of prayer and praise,
which animate the soul. Surely they “loved the
habitation of God’s house, and the place where his
honor dwelleth.” But I need no further proof of
the position, that Good men love the worship of
God’j house.
The view we have now taken of this subject fur
nishes us.
r. With an important criterion, by which we
may judge whether we are good men.
What do we know of the pleasures, which pious
and devout men experience in the house of God? I
do not ask what we know of a habit, we have con
tracts 1. of going regularly to His house every Sab
bath? 1 do not ask what we know of the pleasure,
we have enjoyed in hearing a favorite preacher, or
listening to the discussion of a favorite subject!
But what do we know of the devout and holy feel
ings c: David, which prompted the language of the
text? Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy
house, and the place where thine honor dwelleth—
Which led him to say, “One thing have I desired,
that will I seek after; that I may dwell in thy house
all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the
Lord anci to inquire in his temple: we shall be sat
isfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy
temple.” What know we of spiritual joys excited
by hearing those truths, which relate to the holy
character of God, and the strictness of his law? Or
by listening to the doctrines of the gospel? Or by
meditating on the character and mediation of our
blessed Saviour? Or by engaging in the holy duty
of prayer? If our worship excites no such joys in
our bosoms, the Searcher of hearts knoweth, that
we worship him with our lips, while our hearts are
23

far from him. “Rest assured,” says an able divine,
“that a Christian, having the love of God written in
his heart, and denying the Sabbath a place in bis
affections, is an anomaly that is no where to be
found. Every Sabbath image, and every Sabbath
circumstance, is dear to him. He loves the quiet
ness of that hallowed morn. He loves the church
bell sound that summons him to the house of prayer.
He loves to join the chorus of devotion, and to sit
and listen to the voice of persuasion, which is lifted
in the hearing of an assembled multitude. He loves
the retirement of this day from the din of worldly
business, and the inroads of worldly men. He loves
the leisure it brings along with it; and sweet to his
soul is the exercise of that hallowed hour, when
there is no eye to witness him but the eye of heaven ;
and when in solemn audience with the Father, who
seeth in secret, he can on the wings of celestial con
templation, leave all the cares, and all the vexations,
and all the secularities of an alienated world behind
him.”
2. This subject teaches us the folly and criminal
ity of various excuses which men make for not at
tending the worship of God’s house.
It is no uncommon thing for men +o excuse them
selves on account of the weather, distance, or sick
ness. I do not say that each of these may not reallv
prevent people from attending public worship ; I am
not speaking of those, who are justly detained by
these causes. I mean those, who are in the habit
of being sick on the Sabbath, and whom their sick
ness would not prevent from attending to worldlv
business. I mean those, who make these excuses
when it is notorious, that they would go three times
the distance, and undergo three times the fatigue
and exposure for the sake of increasing their world
ly pleasures, or advancing their worldly interest. It
is sufficient to say, these are not good men—they do
not love the habitation of God’s house and the place
where his honor dwelleth.
24

Olliers excuse themselves on account of the
preacher. They esteem it a peculiar privilege to
hear such and such men preach ; but because he is
not ot their particular denomination, or one of their
particular friends, although they acknowledge him
to be a good man, and to preach the truth, it is no
piiviiegc to them to attend meeting. My hearers,
it is impossible for men to go to heaven with such a
disposition as this. If it is not a peculiar privilege
to attend the worship of God’s house constantly,
whether our favorite preachers are there or not,—
provided the truth is preached by good and faithful
men—it is no privilege to go to heaven, and join in
worship where there will be no favorite preachers.
But a still more plausible excuse is made. “We
can read our Bibles at home, and derive as much in
struction as by going to meeting.” Those, who
make this excuse, are the very persons, who do not
read their Bibles at home. For if they did, they
would read and obey that solemn command of God.
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. And
how are we to keep the Sabbath holy? The same
Almighty being has told us, “Thou shalt keep my
Sabbaths and reverence my Sanctuary: I am the
Lord.” But as the duty of attending upon the wor
ship of God’s house has been considered and proved,
and as the advantages and pleasures, connected with
it, hav e been pointed out, I need only say, it is vir
tually impeaching the character of God to make this
excuse. It is saying, that he did not know what
was best. For why did He institute the worship of
His house? Why did he connect with it such ad
vantages and pleasures, if as much instruction can
be derived at home by reading the Bible? O! de
sist from making such an excuse, “lest haply ye be
found to be fighting against God.”
3. We learn from this subject the duty of sup
porting the gospel.
God has as much instituted the preaching of the
gospel , as He has the Sabbath ; and made it as much
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the duty of men to support that preaching, as to ob
serve the Sabbath. Nay, this is the very way, by
which the worship of his house is to be maintained.
Consequently, where this is not done, those advan
tages and pleasures, which result from his worship,
are not derived. Look at those places where the
gospel is not supported, and see if those temporal
advantages, which have been mentioned, are en
joyed. The Sabbath comes as usual, but the doors
of God’s house are closed. No voice proclaims the
glad news of salvation—the people get into an idle
habit of spending the Sabbath, tdl at length it can
be distinguished from no other day, except by the
sinful amusements and vices, to which it is devoted.
Yes. it actually becomes the very worst day in the
week. The debased and degraded state of such a
people shocks the human mind, and chills the very
blood.
But if these temporal advantages cannot be en
joyed by those, who do not maintain the stated
preaching of the gospel, most certainly the spiritual
advantages cannot. And how awful does the situa
tion of such a people appear, when viewed in the
light of eternity ; and when we think of them in con
nexion with the scenes of judgment!
What will it avail you, my hearers, to have built a
house ot worship, if its doors are not opened on the
Sabbath—if the sound of the gospel is not to be
heard within these walls? If, therefore, you expect
to derive those pleasures and advantages, which are
connected with the worship of God’s house, you
must support the stated preaching of the gospel.
4. Let the duty, advantages, and pleasures, of
public worship, induce you to attend punctually
upon it.
Suffer ye now the word of exhortation. Let nol
this house be the monument of your folly! Let
your constant attendance here from Sabbath to Sab
bath evince, that you love the habitation of God’s
house, and the place where his honor dwelleth!
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Leave not the preacher to vent his voice against the
bare walls! Let him not be chilled and the words
of divine truth hang from his lips like icicles for
want of breath to warm the air! And God forbid,
that, when you do come here, you should leave him
to preach to a sleeping audience! Let not this
house prove your greater condemnation! But let
the Day of Judgment show to an assembled uni
verse, that you derived those pleasures and advan
tages from your worshipping in it, that will con
tinue through eternity. O! I tremble for the man.
who, living where he may enjoy the privileges of
this house of God, shall neglect, through slothtulness, or prejudice, or any other trifling reason, to
come up here constantly to worship. 1 tremble for
his temporal advantage—I tremble for his soul!
My hearers, I hope I have not trespassed upon
your patience; but I cannot close this discourse
without congratulating you on this interesting oc
casion. It is with emotions of peculiar pleasure
that I am permitted to see you in possession of so
handsome and convenient a house of worship.
And—without the intention of flattery—I must say,
that no little credit is due to the Proprietors for their
spirited and persevering exertions in building it;
nor do I mean to overlook those whose hands have
performed the work with such neatness. But what
deserves particular notice, and adds peculiar inter
est. is, that every thing, from the beginning, has
been conducted with harmony.
It is now the house of God. These walls, these
pews, this gallery, and this sacred desk, have all
be^u dedicated, by prayer and other appropriate ser
vices, to the solemn and holy worship of Almighty
God. Let us praise Him for this house of worship i
Let us praise Him for that kind Providence, which
He has extended over it, so that no accident has be
fallen it, or them who built it! And let us express
our gratitude and praise by coming constantly to
worship Him in the place where His honor dwelleth.
AMEN.
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Uocal Clntrdj yiHstovn
BAPTIST

As early as 1799 Elder Isaac Case, missionary for the Massa
chusetts Baptist society, afterwards of Maine Missionary society,
visited Sullivan and preached at “Salt Water Falls.” He found
there a “few established Christians.”
In 1810 Elder Case again visited Sullivan and found the com
munity in a state of revival under Elder Job Cushman. Elder
Case had the privilege of baptizing the converts, and on March
21st, 1810, organized a Baptist church with twelve members.
Elder Daniel McMaster received a call to become pastor of the
church, and was ordained May 16, 1810.
For six years the
church prospered under his leadership.
In 1816 about seventy souls were added as the fruits of a revi
val. At this time, owing to a misunderstanding, a division was
caused which resulted in the organizing of a minority into a seperate church. Elder McMaster resigned in 1822.
Having no settled pastor they secured the partial services of
Elder William Johnson for three or four years.
In 1826 Elder
Benjamin Buck became pastor and served for three years. In
this year the church united with others and erected a house of
worship. An extensive revival took place in 1831 under the as
sistance of Elder Jedediah Darling.
Elder Richard Y. Watson became pastor of the church in 1834,
and remained in charge until 1866. During this pastorate there
was general prosperity and many revivals.
There seems to
have been no pastor from 1866 to 1873, but Elder Watson preach
ed in Hancock and supplied this church occasionally.
In 1873
J. C. Sawyer supplied in connection with his labors at Gouldsboro, and preached also in 1874. In 1876 Rev. John Johnson
supplied, remaining until 1882.
This church furnished one of its members, Rev. John Johnson,
for the ministry, and originated by dismission in 1824 the church
at Hancock and at Franklin.
Rev. J. R. Bowler organized a church of twelve members at
West Sullivan in 1889 and preached there about two years. Rev.
E. E. Morse of Franklin, and others, supplied until 1896, the
church having at that time about forty-five members.

METHODIST

The following is a partial list of the Methodist preachers who
have labored at Sullivan.

John Batchelder, 1833
B. F. Hilton, 1843
Hiram Chase, 1845-6
Isaac W. Moore, 1847-8
Harry W. Latham, 1849-50
Jessie Harriman, 1853
Levi C. Dunn, 1853
Oran Strout, 1854
Solomon S. Gross, 1859
Wm. B. Fenlason, 1860
Benj. C. Blackwood, 1861-3
B. F. Stinson, 1864
Wm. Reed, 1865-6
J. A. Plumer, 1867-8
James A. Morelen, 1869-70
Otis R. Wilson, 1873
Wm. B. Fenlason, 1873
J. B. Bean, 1874

Selden Wentworth, 1875-7
R. M. Wilkins, 1878
P. J. Robinson, 1879
Jas. Alexander, 1880-1
J. H. Bennett, 1883-3
West Sullivan
Winifred Baldwin, 1881-3
East Sullivan

C. L. Banghart, 1884-5
C. A. Main, 1886
P. D. Nolan, 1887
C. C. Phelan, 1888-90
J. A. Weed, 1891-5
J. T. Moore, ’96-8
Frank H. Osgood, ’99
B. W. Russell, 1900-3
O. G. Barnard, 1903-4

Until eighteen hundred eighty-four the Methodists carried on
their work at Sullivan in connection with Franklin and Gouldsboro.
The present membership is fifty-eight.
probationers.

There are also thirty

LIBERAL CHRISTIANS

A brief outline of the services of the Liberal Christian society,
held at the Church of Our Father, Sullivan Harbor, and the be
ginning and growth of the liberal faith.
Late in the sixties, ministers and students from Massachusetts
found their way to our town for their vacation. Among the first
were Rev. Henry Foote, Charles F. Dole and Rev. Francis Pea
body who held services in the hall, and open air services for the
workmen at the quarries. These meetings were well attended.
In 1876 when the Waukeag House was open for summer visit
ors its spacious parlors were open for religious service and many
speakers of note have spoken there, including Samuel Longfel
low, Rev. Charles C. Everett and Francis Peabody. In 1889
Rev. Frederic Gill organized the Liberal Christian society and
until the present time services have been held each summer, and
lay services throughout the year. Since 1899 these services have
been at the church. Among those who have spoken and worked
well with us in aid of the society special mention should be made
of Rev. Frederic Gill, Rev. H. H. Saunderson and Rev. Roger
S. Forbes.

